LETTERHEAD

DATE


Senator Sasha Renée Pérez
Chair, Senate Education Committee
1021 O Street, Room 6740
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:	AB 648 (ZBUR): COMMUNITY COLLEGES: HOUSING: LOCAL ZONING REGULATIONS: EXEMPTION – SUPPORT AS AMENDED MAY 5, 2025

Dear Chair Pérez,

I am writing on behalf ORGANIZATION NAME to express support for AB 648, by Assemblymember Rick Chavez-Zbur. This bill will combat housing insecurity and homelessness among community college students while also addressing California's broader housing crisis by increasing the supply of affordable housing in local communities. The bill will streamline the construction of student housing at California Community Colleges (CCC) by exempting new student and staff housing projects from local zoning regulations if the project is constructed on property owned or leased by a California Community College District (CCCD) and located within a half mile radius of a main campus or within a half mile radius of a satellite campus that existed before July 1, 2025.

Unfortunately, community college students often lack basic housing security. According to a 2024 report by the California Legislative Analyst’s Office, roughly 60% of California’s community college students have faced housing insecurity and almost 25% have experienced homelessness. 

While there are multiple factors contributing to this crisis, one that cannot be ignored (and that can easily be remedied) is the ease with which educational institutions can build student housing. The CSU and UC systems have long had the authority to build student and staff housing regardless of how a property is zoned, but CCCs have never been given the same authority. This has led to difficulty moving forward with much-needed community college housing projects. With over half of CCC students experiencing housing insecurity, it is imperative that the state allow CCCs to increase the student housing supply as quickly as possible.

This bill will exempt new student and staff housing projects from local zoning regulations if the project is constructed on property owned or leased by a California Community College District (CCCD) and located within a half mile radius of a main campus community college campus or within a half mile radius of a satellite campus that existed before July 1, 2025. In doing so, this bill will remove a significant barrier to addressing homelessness and housing insecurity amongst community college students in California. For these reasons, our organization supports AB 648 (Zbur).

Sincerely,

Signature

NAME
TITLE, ORGANIZATION
