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ARTICLE 4300: STUDENT PROGRESS AND GRADUATION

4353.1 Full-Time Status for Students with Disabilities with Reduced Course Load

The purpose of this Administrative Regulation is to provide full-time status to qualified students with
significant disabilities who, as a direct result of disability, are unable to carry a full course load and,
consequently, would be unable to participate fully in the benefits and privileges afforded full-time
students.

Under College policy, full-time status requires enrollment in no less than 12 units. While it is typically
preferable for a student with a disability to be accommodated through methods such as academic
advising, priority enrollment, and academic accommodations, it may be necessary for a student to
request a reduced course load because of a more severe academic impact of a significant disability.
Factors unrelated to the disability such as employment, curricular activities, family/personal
obligations, inadequate academic preparation, failure to use appropriate academic accommodations, or
poor class attendance cannot be the primary reason(s) for a student with a reduced course load to be
considered a full-time student. Students who are approved for full-time status with reduced course loads
should work closely with their academic advisers on a coursework plan, particularly with respect to
university and college degree completion time limitations.

This policy will allow an eligible student to carry a reduced course load without forfeiting the benefits
and privileges of full-time status. However, eligible students should follow up with auxiliary services
such as federal financial aid, personal health insurance, and non-College sponsored scholarships as
these and other services may be adversely affected by the reduction in semester hours. The College
cannot require outside entities to abide by the College’s determination of a reduced course load/ full-
time status designation. If a student who has been approved for a reduced course load further reduces
his or her course load below the approved number of hours for full-time status, the student’s full-time
status shall be revoked automatically and will no longer be in effect.

Procedure

Requests for reduced course loads/full-time status should be submitted to the Coordinator, Disabled
Students Programs & Services (DSPS), or designee. The Coordinator, DSPS, or designee will grant or
deny the request based on consideration of the factors set forth above. The reduced course load, if
approved, is not permanent but must be re-evaluated each semester.
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