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Law School Admission Council Study

» Students starting at 2-year institutions
succeed in law school as well as
students who start at 4-year
institutions

» The goal is for more 2-year students
to apply successfully and to
proactively develop skills inn:

»Logical Reasoning
» Reading Comprehension

» Analytical Reasoning




California and Law Pathway

= California is a majority-minority state
= 60% of population is from a racial or ethnic minority
group
= Latino, African-American, Asian, Pacific-Islander
= State Bar Association is only 20% racial or ethnic
minority
= Growth of racial or ethnic minority attorneys lags

behind population growth



Law Pathway Initiative

Help diversity the legal profession to
better reflect California's diverse
population

Sponsored by Council of Access and
Fairness (COAF) of the CA State Bar
Association

Program provides:

Academic counseling and
mentoring

Exposure to different careers in law

Networking and learning
opportunities

Pre-Law Society (student club)




Participating Law Schools

Priority admission review & Application fee waived.

FUC, Berkeley
ZUC, Davis

ZUC, Irvine

UC, Los Angeles
FUC, San Francisco

FChapman University

7 Loyola Marymount University
Pepperdine University

Santa Clara University
Southwestern Law School
University of the Pacific
University of San Francisco
University of San Diego
University of Southern California



Law Pathway Program Curriculum

= Participants must complete 8 required courses

= COUN 20 - Student Success Seminar

= ENGL 1* - Reading & Composition

= ENGL 2* - Critical Analysis & Int. Composition

= MATH 54* - Elementary Statfistics

= HIST 11* - U.S. History through Reconstruction OR
HIST 12* - U.S. History since Reconstruction

= POLS 1* - National and California Government

= COMM ST 21 - Argumentation

= BUS 5 - Business Law OR POLS-24 - Intro to Law

*AP Credit can be used to satisfy requirement



Law Pathway Requirements

1. Enrollin 12 units each full semester, unless approved for less by LP Counselor
2. Meet with the LP Counselor at least once each semester.

3. Enrollin designated LP courses indicated on an approved Student

Educational Plan (SEP) developed with the LP Counselor.
4. Attend required program orientations, workshops and activities.

5. Maintain a minimum GPA of at least a 3.0 every semester.

In addition, we strongly encourage and recommend the following:
= Participation in the SMC Pre-Law Society.

= Participation in an internship or experiential learning opportunity.



SMC Law Pathway Resources

= Dedicated Individual Counseling Support

= Networking/Educational Events & Speaker Series
= Pre-Law Society (student club)

= Law Pathway Scholarships ($10,000)

= Law Pathway Graduation Recognition



Law Pathway Resources

= LSAT Test Prep Support - www.khanacademy.org/prep/lsat

= Law School Presentations
= Law Pathway Summer Bootcamp Academy

= Pathways to Law Annual Summit


http://www.khanacademy.org/prep/lsat
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On the pathway to (law) success

(From left) Edna Chavarry, Santa Monica College interim director of academic affairs initiatives, with Law Pathway student Alexan|
instructor Dana Nasser and political science professor Christina Gabler. (Photo: SMC)
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Santa Monica College (SMC) is celebrating the graduation of the first students in its Law Pathway P
traditionally underrepresented students to become competitive applicants to law school.

The 10 SMC students have offers from and are transferring this fall to Columbia University, UCLA, Stanford
California State University, Northridge (CSUN). Their successful completion of the SMC program has earned
admission review at six prominent California law schools.

2016, SMC joined the California State Bar Association’s Community Colleges Pathway to La
gilort between the bar association and 29 community colleges and s
to law school for underrepresented students.

anta Monica College > News > SMC In Focus > Volume lll, Issue 3 > SMC's Law Pathway Celebra}

lexander Gomez and Nilou Sheikhpour each dreamed of becoming lawyers ever
ey are gaining a solid educational foundation along with real-world legal experien

oyola Law School Los Angeles, UC Santa Clara, UC Davis, UC Irvine, University

smdp

SMC'’s Law Pathway Program Welcomes 26 New Students

‘The rigorous pre-law program requires completion of nine courses and offes 03&-0B-03€ meDoring, EXPOS
counseling and leadership training. Smdeats who complete the Law Pathveay Program eam priori
applicarion faes—at 14 California law schools
U 20, University

isco, Southwester Law School, 2ad Chapman Us

hitps:fismdp. com/2023/10/07/smes-law-patway oroce

Law Pathway In the News




Law Pathway Graduates

100% Transfer Rate!

A
7oA
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c CalPoly
2017 Pomona
2018 54 @ UC San Diego

2019 29

2020 25 GG, B oFcaLrora
2021 12 LN GRUL
2022 3

2023 20

TOTAL 145




Law Pathway Alumni
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Loyola Law School
Loyola Marymount University
Los Angeles

~ SBUWSIEHN ASCHOL N% CHAPMAN

ia » www.swla

Fowler School of Law

SF USC
School of Law Gould PEPPERDINE | CARUSO

School of Law SCHOOL OF LAW
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COUNTY BEACHES IN NEED OF PROTECTION

SEE PAGE 3

We have you covered

I edito@smdp.cam

NO COUNTRY: Andrea Jimenez, a Santa Monica rosident, was brought over from Mexico at the age of 3. Sho droams of bocom.
ing an immigration attorney to help other undocumentad immigrants like hersalf.

Living in Iimbo

Santa Monica's undocumented share struggles, dreams

BY ILEANA NAJARRO

Special to the Daly Press

ELEVENTH STREET About a year
when Andrea Jimenez’ father got pull
over and ticketed, her family feared =
worst. If the ticket fees were not enot
of  nightmare, they worried their =
breadwinner faced probation at his
court sppescance that wouldfead o il
deportatior
inetes’= an udocaanented il
0t boueht over o Merico gt age 3

serve as his translator. Taking a chance,
she sought out an attomey o take on

her case pro bono.
e cry
expressed interest but she was oo busy.
After several accidental run-ins that day
the attorney finally agre o
five dismissed and offered
e b Es e
Santa Monica College, her contact
an internship opportu-

stillface several day-to-day challenges as
the nation looks to the UsS. House of
Representatives for its abi
partisan _immigration
approved by the Senate.
‘Though the exact number of undoc
umented people in Santa Monica is
indiscernible, a report from the White
House released last month estimates
about 11 million undocumented immi-
grants living and working in the U,
ation has supported

ct
reform  bill

Still time to get
kids vaccinated
for school year

BY AMEERA BUTT

Daily Press Staff Writer

across town are already back

and turn in murwmurn forms.
‘The rush to get vaccinations for younger
Mk s el i o b August,
right mum_ the back to school rush, said
chief of staff at Santa Monica-
LA Medical Gentet
The schools are probably our best
sources to make sure things happen and they
dosay they have e vac before they

Cnlessdisesesae liminated,

working witl 5
y qe\am- immunity to disease.

SEE SHOTS PAGE 10

U.S. births may be
leveling off after
years of decline

BY MIKE STOBBE

AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA After falling four years in a row,

Law Pathway AIU







