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Key acronyms frequently used across the Santa Monica College (SMC) Academic Senate 
agendas, committee structures, resolutions, and governance documentation include: 

 

Governance & Organizations: 

 

• AS / ASMC: Academic Senate / Academic Senate of Santa Monica College — The 
primary faculty governing body responsible for academic and professional matters 
(the "10+1" areas).   

• ASCCC: Academic Senate for California Community Colleges — The statewide 
organization representing California community college faculty on academic and 
educational policy.   

•  BOT: Board of Trustees — The elected governing body for the Santa Monica 
Community College District.   

• DPAC: District Planning and Advisory Council — SMC’s main participatory 
governance body, composed of representation from the Academic Senate, Faculty 
Association, Management, Classified Staff, and Associated Students.   

• SMCFA: Santa Monica College Faculty Association — The local bargaining 
unit/union representing SMC faculty (often coordinating with the Academic Senate 
on working conditions vs. academic policies). 

• ASR: Academic Senate Resolution — Official policy statements or directives 
formally voted on and adopted by the Academic Senate. 

•  AR / BP: Administrative Regulation / Board Policy — Official district operating rules 
and policies drafted or reviewed in consultation with Senate committees.   

 

Senate Committees & Working Groups: 

 

• PERC: Professional Ethics & Responsibilities Committee — Senate committee that 
oversees and promotes adherence to the faculty Statement on Professional Ethics.   

• OER / ZTC: Open Educational Resources / Zero Textbook Cost — Committee and 
statewide initiative focused on adopting free or low-cost learning materials for 
students. 

• OTL: Online Teaching & Learning Committee — Oversees standards, distance 
education policies, and pedagogical support for online courses. 
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Curriculum, Assessment & Transfer Terms: 

 

• C-ID: Course Identification Numbering System — A statewide course identification 
system that grants lower-division course equivalency across California colleges. 

•  CCN: Common Course Numbering — Statewide initiative aligning course names 
and numbers across California community colleges. 

• SLO / PLO / ILO: Student Learning Outcomes / Program Learning Outcomes / 
Institutional Learning Outcomes — Metrics used by faculty to measure learning at 
the course, program, and institutional levels. 

• Cal-GETC: California General Education Transfer Curriculum — The singular general 
education pattern for transfer to both UC and CSU systems (replacing prior separate 
patterns). 

• IGETC / CSU GE: Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum / California 
State University General Education Breadth. 

• DEIA / DEISJ: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility / Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
Social Justice — Frameworks integrated into curriculum development, hiring, and 
academic policies.   

 

Academic Load & Funding Terms: 

 

• FTEF: Full-Time Equivalent Faculty — A measurement of faculty instructional load 
factor.   

• FTES: Full-Time Equivalent Student — The primary metric used by the state to 
measure student enrollment volume. 

• AF: Associate Faculty — Non-tenure-track or part-time/adjunct faculty members. 
• SCFF: Student-Centered Funding Formula — The state model that allocates 

funding to California community colleges based on enrollment, supplemental 
metrics, and student success outcomes. 
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Student Support Programs & Campus Resources: 

• AS / ASSMC: Associated Students of Santa Monica College (Student Government)   
• CARE: Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (Support for single parents 

receiving public assistance) 
• DSPS: Disabled Students Programs and Services (Center for Students with 

Disabilities)   
• EOPS: Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (Support for historically 

underserved/low-income students)   
• EPI: Equity, Pathways, and Inclusion  
• HTTC: High Tech Training Center (Assistive technology support under DSPS)   
• IEC: International Education Center   
• SMCPD: Santa Monica College Police Department   

 

Academics, Degrees & Transfer Terms: 

 

• AA / AS: Associate in Arts / Associate in Science   
• AA-T / AS-T: Associate in Arts for Transfer / Associate in Science for Transfer   
• ADT: Associate Degree for Transfer (guaranteed pathway to the CSU system)   
• C-ID: Course Identification Numbering System (California community college 

course equivalency framework) 
• CCN: Common Course Numbering System (California statewide course alignment) 
• CALGETC: California General Education Transfer Curriculum (General education 

pattern accepted by both UC and CSU campuses) 
• TAG: Transfer Admission Guarantee (Guaranteed admission to participating UC 

campuses) 

 


