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AR 4225 (old#4340) CREDIT COURSE REPETITION 
 From current SMC AR 4340 Credit Course Enrollment Limitation 

AR 4340   Credit Course Enrollment Limitation  Repetition 

1. Definitions  
a.  Substandard coursework is defined as a course in which a student has received a grade of 

“D”, “F”, “NP”, or “NC”.  
b.  Withdrawal coursework is defined as a course in which a student has received a “W”, “MW” 

or “EW”.  
c.  A repetition is defined as enrollment in a course after a grade or “W” has been obtained.  
 

2. Repetition of Satisfactory Coursework  

Repetition of courses in which a student has received a grade of “C” or better is permitted only 
in cases of unusual extenuating circumstances as described below. As a general rule, a 
student earning a satisfactory grade may not enroll in that course again, unless one of the 
following exceptions applies:  

a.  A significant lapse of time (more than 36 months) has passed since the student was 
awarded a grade and/or a recency requirement has been established as a prerequisite for 
the course at Santa Monica College or at another institution of higher education to which the 
student seeks to transfer. The student must provide documentation that if the repetition is 
necessary for transfer.  Previous grades and credits earned will be disregarded from GPA 
calculation. [pursuant to Title 5 Sections 55040(b)(3), 55043]  

b.  A student is Rrepeating a portion of a variable unit open entry/open exit credit course to 
complete the entire curriculum for the course. Previous grades and credits earned will be 
disregarded from GPA calculation. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 55044(a)]  

c.  A Special Consideration petition is approved by the Dean of Enrollment Services based on 
the finding that a previous grade (whether substandard or satisfactory) was, at least in part, 
the result of extenuating circumstances. Extenuating circumstances are verified cases of 
accidents, illness, or other circumstances beyond the control of the student. Previous 
grades and credits earned will be disregarded from GPA calculation. [pursuant to Title 5 
Sections 55040(b)(5), 55045)]  

d.  Students with documented disabilities may enroll multiple times in a course specifically 
designed for students with disabilities. Such repetitions are considered to be disability-
related accommodations and must therefore be authorized by the DSPS Coordinator (or 
designee) on a case by case basis. Previous grades and credits earned will be disregarded 
from GPA calculation. [pursuant to Title 5 Sections 55040(b)(7) and 56029]  

e.  A student may be permitted to repeat a course any number of times, subject to appropriate 
documentation, if enrollment in the course is required to meet a legally mandated training 
requirement designated by statute or regulation as a condition of that student’s paid or 
volunteer employment, regardless of whether the student recorded substandard work. 
Previous grades and credits earned will be disregarded from GPA calculation. [pursuant to 
Title 5 Section 55040(b)(8)]  

f.   A student may be permitted to repeat a course as a result of a significant change in industry 
or licensure standards such that the repetition of the course is necessary for the student’s 
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employment or licensure, subject to appropriate documentation. Previous grades and 
credits earned will be disregarded from GPA calculation. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 
55040(b)(9)] 

If one of the above exceptions applies, the student must request repetition directly through a 
counselor and present supporting documentation. A list of courses with a recency requirement 
will be maintained through the Curriculum Committee in the Office of Academic Affairs.  

3.  Repetition of Substandard and Withdrawal Coursework 

Students may not enroll in a course more than three times, except in limited circumstances 
pursuant to Title 5 Section 58161.  Enrollments include any combination of withdrawals and 
repetitions. 

a.  A student may repeat a course one time to alleviate a substandard grade or “W” without 
authorization from a counselor. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 55040(b)(2)]  

b.  A student may request to repeat a course a second time (third enrollment) to relieve a 
substandard grade or “W” by meeting with a counselor. The counselor will determine 
whether a Petition for Special Consideration is warranted. Repetition approval is not 
automatic and is determined on a case by case basis. If a petition is submitted, a final 
decision for its approval will be made by the Special Consideration Committee. a review 
committee comprised of at least two counseling faculty members and the Dean of 
Counseling and Retention (or designee) and such decision will be final. 

c.  A student may request to repeat a course to alleviate a substandard grade or “W” a third 
time (fourth enrollment) only under exceptional conditions involving the completion of a 
degree, certificate, transfer requirements, or as outlined in Section 2 of this regulation. In 
such cases, a Petition for Special Consideration may be submitted only after meeting with a 
counselor. Repetition approval is not automatic and is determined on a case by case basis. 
A final decision for its approval will be made by the Special Consideration Committee. a 
review committee comprised of at least two counseling faculty members and the Dean of 
Counseling and Retention (or designee) and such decision will be final.  

d.  Students may repeat a course taken at another accredited college or university for which 
substandard academic work is recorded. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 55042(d)(1)] 

e.  In determining transfer of a student’s credits, the college shall honor similar, prior course 
repetition actions by other accredited colleges and universities. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 
55042 (d)(2)] 

4.  Student Permanent Academic Record and Grade Point Average (GPA)  

a.  The student’s permanent academic record shall clearly indicate any courses repeated using 
an appropriate symbol and be annotated in such a manner that all work remains legible, 
ensuring a true and complete academic history. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 55046(a)]  

b.  In cases where a student has earned more than two substandard grades, the first two 
substandard grades will be removed disregarded in calculating grade point average.   
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c.   In cases where a student has received a substandard grade in a course at SMC and 
repeated the equivalent course at another accredited college or university with a passing 
grade, the student may petition to have the SMC course annotated as a repeat on their 
transcript.  The student must request official transcript be sent directly to Admissions and 
Records from the institution where course was repeated successfully with a passing grade 
and is responsible for verifying that it is on file with Admissions and Records.  The student 
must then submit a Special Consideration petition. 

d.  In cases when a student is authorized to repeat a course a third time (fourth enrollment), 
grades earned in the third and fourth enrollment will be used in calculating grade point 
average, academic probation, and disqualification status. [pursuant to Title 5 Section 
55041(a)(1)]  

Nothing can conflict with This AR is in compliance with Education Code Section 76224 
pertaining to the finality of grades assigned by instructors or, with Title 5 or and District 
regulations relating to retention and destruction of records 

5.   Active Participatory Courses that are Related in Content  

Active participatory courses are defined as those courses for which individual study or group 
assignments are the basic means by which learning objectives are obtained [pursuant to Title 5 
Section 55000). Students are permitted no more than four enrollments within a group of Physical 
Education, Visual Arts, or Performing Arts active participatory courses that are related in 
content. This limitation includes repetitions to alleviate a substandard grade or “W” during one 
or more of these enrollments.  Exceptions may apply for repetition due to extenuating 
circumstances (pursuant to Title 5 Section 55045]. Exceptions for significant lapse of time may be 
considered pursuant to Section 2(a) of this regulation. 

6.   Conditions for Repeatability of Courses  

The College has designated specific categories of courses as repeatable. All grades and 
credits earned in repeatable courses will be included in calculating the student’s GPA. [pursuant 
to Title 5 Section 55041(c)]  A list of such courses and all necessary supporting documentation is 
maintained through the Curriculum Committee in the Office of Academic Affairs.  

Students may petition for approval to repeat up to a total of four enrollments in the following courses:  
 

a.  Courses for which repetition is necessary to meet the major requirements of required by the 
California State University (CSU) and or the University of California for completion of a 
bachelor’s degree [pursuant to Title 5 Sections 55040(b)(1), 55041(a)(1); maximum 4 
enrollments].  

b.  Intercollegiate Athletics courses in which a student athlete is required to enroll to participate 
in an organized competitive sport, or conditioning courses in Athletics, which support the 
organized competitive sport.  

c.  Intercollegiate Academic or Vocational competition courses between students from different 
colleges [pursuant to Title 5 Sections 55040(b)(1), 55041(a)(3); maximum 4 enrollments]. 

References:  Education Code Section 76224 
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Title 5 Sections 55000, 55003, 55023, 55024, 55040-55046, 55253, 56029, 58161, 
58162, and 58164 
  

Reviewed and/or Updated: 5/24/05, 3/27/12, 11/19/13, 5/18/14, 5/15/19  (Replaces SMC AR 4340) 
 
§ 55000. Definitions 
§ 55003. Policies for Prerequisites, Corequisites and Advisories on Recommended Preparation 
§ 55023. Academic Record Symbols and Grade Point Average 
§ 55024. Withdrawal 
§ 55040. District Policy for Course Repetition 
§ 55041. Repeatable Courses 
§ 55042. Course Repetition to Alleviate Substandard Academic Work 
§ 55043. Course Repetition Due to Significant Lapse of Time 
§ 55044. Repetition of Variable Unit Courses 
§ 55045. Course Repetition Due to Extenuating Circumstances 
§ 55046. Academic Renewal Without Course Repetition 
§ 55253. College Credit and Repetition 
§ 56029. Educational Assistance Class Course Repetition 
§ 58161. Apportionment for Course Enrollment 
§ 58162. Intercollegiate Athletics 
§ 58164. Open Entry/Open Exit Courses 

76224. 
(a) When grades are given for any course of instruction taught in a community college district, the grade given to 
each student shall be the grade determined by the instructor of the course and the determination of the student’s 
grade by the instructor, in the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetency, shall be final. 

(b) No grade of a student participating in a physical education class, however, may be adversely affected due to the 
fact that the student does not wear standardized physical education apparel where the failure to wear such apparel 
arises from circumstances beyond the control of the student. 

§ 55003. Policies for Prerequisites, Corequisites and Advisories on Recommended Preparation. 

(a) The governing board of a community college district may establish prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on 
recommended preparation, but must do so in accordance with the provisions of this article. Nothing in this 
subchapter shall be construed to require a district to establish prerequisites, corequisites, or advisories on 
recommended preparation; provided however, that a prerequisite or corequisite shall be required if the course is to 
be offered for associate degree credit and the curriculum committee finds that the prerequisite or corequisite is 
necessary pursuant to sections 55002(a)(2)(D) or 55002(a)(2)(E). Unless otherwise specified in this section, the level 
of scrutiny required to establish prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on recommended preparation shall be 
based on content review as defined in subdivision (c) of section 55000 or content review with statistical validation as 
defined in subdivision (f) of this section. Determinations about prerequisites and corequisites shall be made on a 
course-by-course or program-by-program basis. 

(b) A district governing board choosing to establish prerequisites, corequisites, or advisories on recommended 
preparation shall, in accordance with the provisions of sections 53200-53204, adopt policies for the following: 

(1) the process for establishing prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on recommended preparation. Such 
policies shall provide that in order to establish a prerequisite or corequisite, the prerequisite or corequisite must be 
determined to be necessary and appropriate for achieving the purpose for which it is being established. 
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(2) procedures to assure that courses for which prerequisites or corequisites are established will be taught in 
accordance with the course outline of record, particularly those aspects of the course outline that are the basis for 
justifying the establishment of the prerequisite or corequisite. 

(3) the process to ensure that each section of the prerequisite or corequsite is to be taught by a qualified instructor 
and in accordance with a set of objectives and with other specifications defined in the course outline of record, as 
required in section 55002 for all courses. 

(4) the process, including levels of scrutiny, for reviewing prerequisites and corequisites to assure that they remain 
necessary and appropriate. These processes shall provide that at least once each six years all prerequisites and 
corequisites established by the district shall be reviewed, except that prerequisites and corequisites for vocational 
courses or programs shall be reviewed every two years. These processes shall also provide for the periodic review of 
advisories on recommended preparation. 

(5) the bases and process for an individual student to challenge the application of a prerequisite or corequisite. 

(c) A district governing board choosing to use content review as defined in subdivision (c) of section 55000 to 
establish prerequisites or corequisites in reading, written expression or mathematics for degree-applicable courses 
not in a sequence shall first adopt a plan specifying: 

(1) the method to be used to identify courses to which prerequisites might be applied; 

(2) assurance that courses are reasonably available to students when prerequisites or corequisites have been 
established using content review as defined in subdivision (c) of section 55000. Such assurance shall include sufficient 
availability of the following: 

(A) appropriate courses that do not require prerequisites or corequisites, whether basic skills or degree-applicable 
courses; and 

(B) prerequisite or corequisite courses; 

(3) provisions for training for the curriculum committee; and 

(4) the research to be used to determine the impact of new prerequisites based on content review. 

(d) Prerequisites or corequisites may be established only for any of the following purposes: 

(1) the prerequisite or corequisite is expressly required or expressly authorized by statute or regulation; or 

(2) the prerequisite will assure, consistent with section 55002, that a student has the skills, concepts, and/or 
information that is presupposed in terms of the course or program for which it is being established, such that a 
student who has not met the prerequisite is highly unlikely to receive a satisfactory grade in the course (or at least 
one course within the program) for which the prerequisite is being established; or 

(3) the corequisite course will assure, consistent with section 55002, that a student acquires the necessary skills, 
concepts, and/or information, such that a student who has not enrolled in the corequisite is highly unlikely to receive 
a satisfactory grade in the course or program for which the corequisite is being established; or 

(4) the prerequisite or corequisite is necessary to protect the health or safety of a student or the health or safety of 
others. 

(e) Except as provided in this subdivision, no prerequisite or corequisite may be established or renewed unless it is 
determined to be necessary and appropriate to achieve the purpose for which it has been established. A prerequisite 
or corequisite need not be scrutinized using content review as defined by subdivision (c) of section 55000 or content 
review with statistical validation as defined by subdivision (f) of this section, if: 
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(1) it is required by statute or regulation; or 

(2) it is part of a closely-related lecture-laboratory course pairing within a discipline; or 

(3) it is required by four-year institutions; or 

(4) baccalaureate institutions will not grant credit for a course unless it has the particular communication or 
computation skill prerequisite. 

(f) Content review with statistical validation is defined as conducting a content review (as defined in subdivision (c) of 
section 55000) and the compilation of data according to sound research practices which shows that a student is 
highly unlikely to succeed in the course unless the student has met the proposed prerequisite or corequisite. 

(g) If the curriculum committee, using content review with statistical validation, initially determines, pursuant to 
section 55002(a)(2)(E), that a new course needs to have a communication or computation skill prerequisite or 
corequisite, then, despite subdivision (e) of this section, the prerequisite or corequisite may be established for a 
single period of not more than two years while the research is being conducted and the final determination is being 
made, provided that all other requirements for establishing the prerequisite or corequisite have been met. The 
requirements of this subdivision related to collection of data shall not apply when the prerequisite or corequisite is 
required for enrollment in a program, that program is subject to approval by a state agency other than the 
Chancellor's Office and both of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(1) colleges in at least six different districts have previously satisfied the data collection requirements of this 
subdivision with respect to the same prerequisite or corequisite for the same program; and 

(2) the district establishing the prerequisite or corequisite conducts an evaluation to determine whether the 
prerequisite or corequisite has a disproportionate impact on particular groups of students described in terms of race, 
ethnicity, gender, age or disability, as defined by the Chancellor. When there is a disproportionate impact on any 
such group of students, the district shall, in consultation with the Chancellor, develop and implement a plan setting 
forth the steps the district will take to correct the disproportionate impact. 

(h) Prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on recommended preparation must be identified in college 
publications available to students as well as the course outline of any course for which they are established. 

(i) By August 1 of each year districts choosing to establish prerequisites, corequisites or advisories shall submit to the 
Chancellor's Office in the manner specified by the Chancellor the prerequisites and corequisites that were 
established during the prior academic year. Districts shall also specify the level of scrutiny, i.e., content review as 
defined in subdivision (c) of section 55000 or content review with statistical validation as defined in subdivision (e) of 
this section, used to determine whether the prerequisite or corequisite was necessary and appropriate for achieving 
the purpose for which it was established. 

(j) Prerequisites establishing communication or computational skill requirements may not be established across the 
entire curriculum unless established on a course-by-course basis. 

(k) The determination of whether a student meets a prerequisite shall be based on successful completion of an 
appropriate course or on an assessment using multiple measures, as required by section 55521(a)(3). Any assessment 
instrument shall be selected and used in accordance with the provisions of subchapter 6 (commencing with section 
55500) of this chapter. 

(l) If a prerequisite requires precollegiate skills in reading, written expression, or mathematics, the district shall: 
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(1) ensure that courses designed to teach the required skills are offered with reasonable frequency and that the 
number of sections available is reasonable given the number of students who are required to meet the associated 
skills prerequisites and who diligently seek enrollment in the prerequisite course. 

(2) monitor progress on student equity in accordance with section 54220. Monitoring shall include: 

(A) conducting an evaluation to determine the impact on student success including whether the prerequisite or 
corequisite has a disproportionate impact on particular groups of students described in terms of race, ethnicity, 
gender, age or disability, as defined by the Chancellor. 

(B) where there is a disproportionate impact on any such group of students, the district shall, in consultation within 
the Chancellor, develop and implement a plan setting forth the steps the district will take to correct the 
disproportionate impact. 

(m) Whenever a corequisite course is established, sufficient sections shall be offered to reasonably accommodate all 
students who are required to take the corequisite. A corequisite shall be waived as to any student for whom space in 
the corequisite course is not available. 

(n) No exit test may be required to satisfy a prerequisite or corequisite unless it is incorporated into the grading for 
the prerequisite or corequisite course. 

(o) The determination of whether a student meets a prerequisite shall be made prior to his or her enrollment in the 
course requiring the prerequisite, provided, however, that enrollment may be permitted pending verification that the 
student has met the prerequisite or corequisite. If the verification shows that the student has failed to meet the 
prerequisite, the student may be involuntarily dropped from the course. If the student is dropped, the applicable 
enrollment fees shall be promptly refunded. 

Otherwise a student may only be involuntarily removed from a course due to excessive absences or as a result of 
disciplinary action taken pursuant to law or to the student code of conduct. 

(p) Any prerequisite or corequisite may be challenged by a student on one or more of the grounds listed below. The 
student shall bear the initial burden of showing that grounds exist for the challenge. Challenges shall be resolved in a 
timely manner and, if the challenge is upheld, the student shall be permitted to enroll in the course or program in 
question. Grounds for challenge are: 

(1) The prerequisite or corequisite has not been established in accordance with the district's process for establishing 
prerequisites and corequisites; 

(2) The prerequisite or corequisite is in violation of this section; 

(3) The prerequisite or corequisite is either unlawfully discriminatory or is being applied in an unlawfully 
discriminatory manner; 

(4) The student has the knowledge or ability to succeed in the course or program despite not meeting the 
prerequisite or corequisite; 

(5) The student will be subject to undue delay in attaining the goal of his or her educational plan because the 
prerequisite or corequisite course has not been made reasonably available; or 

(6) Such other grounds for challenge as may be established by the district governing board. 

(q) In the case of a challenge under subdivision (p)(3) of this section, the district shall promptly advise the student 
that he or she may file a formal complaint of unlawful discrimination pursuant to subchapter 5 (commencing with 
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section 59300) of chapter 10 of this division. If the student elects to proceed with the challenge, completion of the 
challenge procedure shall be deemed to constitute an informal complaint pursuant to section 59327. 

(r) District policies adopted pursuant to this section shall be submitted to the Chancellor's Office as part of the 
district's matriculation plan pursuant to section 55510. 

§ 55040. District Policy for Course Repetition. 

(a) The governing board of each community college district shall adopt and publish policies and procedures 
pertaining to the repetition of credit courses. Such policies and procedures shall not conflict with section 55025 
or Education Code section 76224, pertaining to the finality of grades assigned by instructors, or with subchapter 2.5 
(commencing with section 59020) of chapter 10 of this division, pertaining to the retention and destruction of 
student records. 

(b) The policies and procedures adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) may, 

(1) designate certain types of courses as “repeatable courses” consistent with the requirements of section 55041. 

(2) permit a student to repeat a course in an effort to alleviate substandard academic work consistent with the 
requirements of section 55042. 

(3) permit or require a student to repeat a course due to significant lapse of time consistent with the requirements of 
section 55043. 

(4) permit a student to repeat a portion of a course, other than a physical education, visual arts, or performing arts 
course, offered for variable units on an open-entry/open-exit basis which the student previously completed only 
under the circumstances described in section 55044. 

(5) permit a student to repeat a course which is not designated as a repeatable course, regardless of whether 
substandard academic work was previously recorded, where the district determines, consistent with section 55045, 
that there are extenuating circumstances which justify the repetition. 

(6) permit a student to repeat a course in occupational work experience under the circumstances described in section 
55253. When an occupational work experience course is repeated pursuant to that section, the grade received each 
time shall be included for purposes of calculating the student's grade point average. 

(7) permit a student with a disability to repeat a special class for students with disabilities any number of times based 
on an individualized determination that such repetition is required as a disability-related accommodation for that 
particular student for one of the reasons specified in section 56029. The district policy may allow the previous grade 
and credit to be disregarded in computing the student's GPA each time the course is repeated. 

(8) permit a student to repeat a course determined to be legally mandated as defined in section 55000, regardless of 
whether substandard academic work has been recorded. Such courses may be repeated for credit any number of 
times. The governing board of a district may establish policies and procedures requiring students to certify or 
document that course repetition is legally mandated. 

(9) permit a student to petition the district to repeat a course as a result of a significant change in industry or 
licensure standards such that repetition of the course is necessary for employment or licensure. Such courses may be 
repeated for credit any number of times. The governing board of the district may establish policies and procedures 
requiring students to certify or document that there has been a significant change in industry or licensure standards 
necessitating course repetition. 
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(c) The policies and procedures adopted by the governing board of each community college district pursuant to 
subdivision (a) may not permit student enrollment in active participatory courses, as defined in section 55000, in 
physical education, visual arts or performing arts that are related in content, as defined in section 55000, more than 
four times for semester courses or six times for quarter courses. This limitation applies even if a student receives a 
substandard grade or “W” during one or more of the enrollments in such a course or petitions for repetition due to 
extenuating circumstances as provided in section 55045. 

(d) When course repetition occurs pursuant to this section, the student's permanent academic record shall clearly 
indicate any courses repeated using an appropriate symbol and be annotated in such a manner that all work remains 
legible, insuring a true and complete academic history. 

(e) Notwithstanding the limits set forth above, apportionment will be limited as set forth in section 58161. 

§ 55041. Repeatable Courses. 

(a) Districts may only designate the following types of courses as repeatable: 

(1) Courses for which repetition is necessary to meet the major requirements of CSU or UC for completion of a 
bachelor's degree. The governing board of a district must retain supporting documentation that verifies that the 
repetition is necessary to meet the major requirements of CSU or UC for completion of a bachelor's degree. The 
supporting documentation must be retained by the district as a Class 3 record basic to audit as required by section 
59020 et seq.; 

(2) Intercollegiate athletics, as defined in section 55000; and 

(3) Intercollegiate academic or vocational competition, as defined in section 55000, where enrollment in the course 
and courses that are related in content, as defined in 55000, is limited to no more than four times for semester 
courses or six times for quarter courses. This enrollment limitation applies even if the student receives a substandard 
grade or “W” during one or more of the enrollments in such a course or petitions for repetition due to extenuating 
circumstances as provided in section 55045. 

(b) The district must identify all courses which are repeatable and designate such courses in its catalog. 

(c) When a course is repeated pursuant to this section, the grade received each time shall be included for purposes of 
calculating the student's grade point average, except if the course is repeated pursuant to another section of this 
article that permits district policy to allow the previous grade(s) to be disregarded. 

(d) Notwithstanding the limitations above, apportionment will be limited as set forth in section 58161. 

§ 55042. Course Repetition to Alleviate Substandard Academic Work. 

(a) The district policies and procedures on course repetition adopted pursuant to section 55040 may permit a student 
to repeat a course in an effort to alleviate substandard academic work. 

(b) If a student repeats a course which is not designated as a repeatable course and receives a satisfactory grade, 
then he or she may not repeat the course again pursuant to this section and any further repetition of the course 
must be authorized by another provision of this division. If a student repeats the course and receives another 
substandard grade, the district policy may permit the student to repeat the course one additional time in an effort to 
alleviate substandard work. District policy may permit a student to petition to repeat a course for which three 
substandard grades have been assigned, provided apportionment is not claimed pursuant to section 58161. The first 
two substandard grades may be excluded in computing the student's GPA if the student repeats the class two or 
more times. 
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(c) If a student repeats a repeatable course and a substandard grade has been recorded, district policy may allow the 
previous grade and credit to be disregarded provided that no additional repetitions are permitted beyond those 
enrollment limits otherwise allowed by section 55041. No more than two substandard grades may be alleviated 
pursuant to this section. 

(d) Notwithstanding section 55041, policies and procedures related to course repetition to alleviate substandard 
academic work shall: 

(1) permit repetition of any course which was taken in an accredited college or university and for which substandard 
academic work is recorded; 

(2) indicate any specific courses or categories of courses where repetition pursuant to this section is not permitted; 
and 

(3) in determining transfer of a student's credits, honor similar, prior course repetition actions by other accredited 
colleges and universities. 

 

 

§ 55043. Course Repetition Due to Significant Lapse of Time. 

(a) In addition to permitting course repetition in the circumstances described in other provisions of this article, a 
district may also permit or require repetition of a course where the student received a satisfactory grade the last 
time he or she took the course but the district determines that there has been a significant lapse of time of no less 
than 36 months since that grade was obtained and: 

(1) the district has properly established a recency prerequisite for a course or program pursuant to section 55003. or 

(2) another institution of higher education to which the student seeks to transfer has established a recency 
requirement which the student will not be able to satisfy without repeating the course in question. Pursuant to 
petition, a district may allow repetition where less than 36 months have elapsed pursuant to this subdivision if the 
student documents the repetition is necessary for the student's transfer to the institution of higher education. 

(b) If the district determines that a student needs to repeat an active participatory experience course, as defined in 
section 55000, in physical education or visual or performing arts, or an active participatory experience course that is 
related in content, as defined in section 55000, due to significant lapse of time, that repetition shall be counted in 
applying the limit on repetitions set forth in section 55040(c) except that, if the student has already exhausted the 
number of repetitions permitted under subdivision (c), an additional repetition due to significant lapse of time may 
be permitted or required by the district. 

(c) When a course is repeated pursuant to this section, the district policy may allow the previous grade and credit to 
be disregarded in computing the student's GPA. 

§ 55044. Repetition of Variable Unit Courses. 

(a) Except for active participatory courses in physical education, visual arts, or performing arts, if a community college 
district offers credit courses for variable units on an open-entry/ open-exit basis pursuant to section 58164, the 
district policies and procedures on course repetition adopted pursuant to section 55040 shall provide that a student 
may enroll in the course as many times as necessary to complete one time the entire curriculum of the course as 
described in the course outline of record. District policy may not permit students to enroll more than one time in an 
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active participatory course in physical education, visual arts, or performing arts pursuant to this section. District 
policy may not permit the student to repeat any portion of the curriculum for the course, unless: 

(1) the course is required for legally mandated training; 

(2) the course is a special class for students with disabilities which the student needs to repeat for one of the reasons 
described in section 56029; 

(3) repetition of the course to retake a portion of the curriculum is justified by extenuating circumstances pursuant to 
section 55045; or 

(4) the student wishes to repeat the course to alleviate substandard work recorded for a portion of the curriculum as 
authorized pursuant to section 55042. 

(b) When course repetition of a portion of a course is permitted under the circumstances described in subdivision (a), 
the district policy may allow the previous grade and credit to be disregarded in computing the student's GPA. 

§ 55045. Course Repetition Due to Extenuating Circumstances. 

The district policies and procedures on course repetition adopted pursuant to section 55040 may permit a student to 
repeat a course only if: 

(a) the repetition is expressly authorized by another provision of this article; or 

(b) the student files a petition and the governing board of the district or its designee grants written approval of the 
petition based on a finding that the student's previous grade (whether substandard or passing) was, at least in part, 
the result of extenuating circumstances. Extenuating circumstances are verified cases of accidents, illness, or other 
circumstances beyond the control of the student. When course repetition is approved pursuant to this subdivision, 
the district policy may allow the previous grade and  

§ 55046. Academic Renewal Without Course Repetition. 

(a) The governing board of each community college district shall adopt and publish policies and procedures 
pertaining to the alleviation of previously recorded substandard academic work, as defined in section 55000, which is 
not reflective of a student's demonstrated ability. Such policies and procedures shall include a clear statement of the 
educational principles upon which they are based, and shall be referred to as academic renewal procedures. When 
academic renewal procedures adopted by the district permit previously recorded, substandard course work to be 
disregarded in the computation of grade point averages, the permanent academic record shall be annotated in such 
a manner that all work remains legible, insuring a true and complete academic history. 

(b) Policies and procedures adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall not conflict with: 

(1) section 55025 of this subchapter and Education Code section 76224, pertaining to the finality of grades assigned 
by instructors; or 

(2) chapter 2.5 (commencing with section 59020) of division 10 of this part pertaining to the retention and 
destruction of records. 

(c) The policies and procedures adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall address all of the following: 

(1) The maximum amount of coursework that may be alleviated; 

(2) The amount of academic work to have been completed at a satisfactory level (minimum 2.00) subsequent to the 
coursework to be alleviated; 
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(3) The length of time to have elapsed since the coursework to be alleviated was recorded; 

(4) A description of any specific courses and/or categories of courses that are, for any reason, exempt from 
consideration under the alleviation procedures; 

(5) The procedures to be followed by students in petitioning for alleviation; and 

(6) The personnel responsible for implementing the procedures. 

§ 55253. College Credit and Repetition. 

(a) For the satisfactory completion of all types of Cooperative Work Experience Education, students may earn up to a 
total of 16 semester credit hours or 24 quarter credit hours, subject to the following limitations: 

(1) General Work Experience Education. 

A maximum of six semester credit hours or nine quarter credit hours may be earned during one enrollment period in 
general work experience education. 

(2) Occupational Work Experience Education. 

A maximum of eight credit hours may be earned during one enrollment period in occupational work experience 
education. 

(b) If a college offers only one course in occupational work experience in a given field and that course is not offered 
as a variable unit open-entry/open-exit course, the district policy on course repetition adopted pursuant to section 
55040 may permit a student to repeat that course any number of times so long as the student does not exceed the 
limits on the number of units of cooperative work experience education set forth in subdivision (a). Consistent with 
section 58161, attendance of a student repeating a cooperative work experience course pursuant to this subdivision 
may be claimed for state apportionment. 

§ 56029. Special Class Repeatability DSPS. 

Repetition of special classes is subject to the provisions of article 4 (commencing with section 55040) of subchapter 1 
of chapter 6 and section 58161. However, districts are authorized to permit additional repetitions of credit or 
noncredit special classes to provide an accommodation to a student's educational limitations pursuant to state and 
federal nondiscrimination laws. Districts shall develop policies and procedures providing for repetition under the 
following circumstances: 

(a) When continuing success of the student in other general and/or special classes is dependent on additional 
repetitions of a specific special class; 

(b) When additional repetitions of a specific special class are essential to completing a student's preparation for 
enrollment into other regular or special classes; or 

(c) When the student has a student educational contract which involves a goal other than completion of the special 
class in question and repetition of the course will further achievement of that goal. 

§ 58161. Apportionment for Course Enrollment. 

(a) A community college district may claim the attendance of students for enrollments in credit courses for state 
apportionment only if so authorized by this section and if all other requirements of this division are satisfied. For 
purposes of this section, the definition of enrollment found in section 55000 shall apply. 
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(b) A district may claim state apportionment for an enrollment in a credit course for the attendance of a student who 
receives a satisfactory grade, as defined in section 55000, one time unless an exception applies. 

(c) A district may claim state apportionment for the attendance of students for enrollments totaling a maximum of 
three times per credit course and if all other requirements of this division are satisfied. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, a district may claim state apportionment for the 
attendance of students for enrollments in credit courses designated as repeatable, as provided in section 55041, as 
defined in section 55000, for no more than four times for semester courses or six times for quarter courses. This 
limitation applies even if a student receives a substandard grade or “W” during one or more of the enrollments in 
such a course. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, a district may claim state apportionment for the 
attendance of students in active participatory credit courses that are related in content, in physical education, visual 
arts, or performing arts, as provided in section 55040(c), for no more than four times for semester courses or six 
times for quarter courses. This limitation applies even if a student receives a substandard grade or “W” during one or 
more of the enrollments in such a course. 

(e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this section, a district may claim state apportionment for one 
additional enrollment if all other requirements of this division are met and only in the following circumstances: 

(1) The attendance of a student for an enrollment in a credit course resulting in that student's repetition of the credit 
course because the district determines pursuant to section 55043 that there has been a significant lapse of time of 
no less than 36 months since the student previously successfully completed the course, unless an exception to the 36 
month requirement applies. 

(2) The attendance of a student for an enrollment in a credit course which is a repetition of the credit course 
pursuant to section 55045 due to extenuating circumstances, if such credit course is not designated as repeatable 
pursuant to section 55041. 

(f) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b), (c) and (d) of this section, a district may claim state apportionment for the 
attendance of students in credit courses for enrollments in the credit courses without limitation if all other 
requirements of this division are met and in the following circumstances: 

(1) The attendance of a student in legally mandated training as provided in section 55040(b)(8). 

(2) The attendance of a student with a disability may be claimed for state apportionment for each enrollment by that 
student in a credit special class as a disability-related accommodation which is justified by one of the circumstances 
described in section 56029. 

(3) Except for active participatory courses in physical education, visual arts, or performing arts, the attendance of a 
student for each enrollment in a portion of a variable unit open entry/open exit credit course, that is necessary for 
the student to complete one time the entire curriculum of the course as described in the course outline of record, 
may be counted for state apportionment only to the extent that repetition of such courses is permitted pursuant to 
section 55044. 

(4) The attendance of a student for each enrollment in a cooperative work experience course pursuant to section 
55253. 

(5) The attendance of a student withdrawing as a result of extraordinary conditions pursuant to section 55024(a)(10). 

(6) The attendance of a student receiving a military withdrawal (“MW”) pursuant to section 55024(d)(1). 

(7) The attendance of a student withdrawing as a result of discriminatory treatment pursuant to section 55024(a)(8). 
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(8) The attendance of a student in a course as a result of a change in industry or licensure standards such that 
repetition of the course is necessary for employment or licensure as set forth in section 55040(b)(9). 

(g) To the extent permitted by article 4 of subchapter 1 of chapter 6, a district may permit enrollment in credit 
courses beyond the limits set forth in this section, but such additional enrollments may not be claimed for state 
apportionment. 
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