


Santa Monica College Professional Ethics & Responsibilities Committee
Meeting Minutes 
Date & Time: 03/19/25 2:00-3:00
Location: HSS 261

In attendance: Brian Rajski (chair), Ian Colmer, Luz Badillo, Valerie Narey, Lula Livanis
I. Call to Order
II. Public Comments
III. Information Items
a. The chair updated the committee on the plans to continue working with the Equity Committee to revise the Model Syllabus. He explained that the Equity Committee wanted to work on drafting some statements about the general philosophy of equity-minded teaching before getting into any concrete revisions of sections.
IV. Action Items
a. The committee discussed various topics before choosing one to be the topic for the Spring 2025 SMC Ethics newsletter.  The initial subjects ranged from the recent problems with the dropping of students for fraudulent enrolment, the attack on D.E.I. by the current presidential administration, the rules about not failing a student for the whole semester over a single assignment, the loss of community and support due to the recent fires, and thinking about the student-centred funding formula during a time of budget crisis. The committee decided that so many issues were pressing that it would try to make a more general argument about how to help students navigate the chaos that has confronted them in various forms. The committee’s framework was that we don’t have answers and that might be frustrating, but here are some concrete things we can do to or show students support.  Possible items to include were accessing emotional support, direct Connect in Canvas, and finding reliable information in a time of misinformation and censorship. The committee decided to create a rough draft via Google Docs.




For all documents, visit: https://admin.smc.edu/administration/governance/academic-senate/committees/professional-ethics-responsibilities.php
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