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WHY AI? 
ROLE OF AI IN TEACHING TODAY



WHY AI?

AI Tools Can:

• Enhance efficiency and student engagement across disciplines

• Streamline lesson planning and content generation

• Enhance research and information management

• Support differentiated instruction and skill building

• Assist with course design and accessibility



AI IS YOUR ASSISTANT, 
NOT YOUR REPLACEMENT

REMEMBER



POPULAR (AND USEFUL) AI  TOOLS

TOOL USED FOR Free Tier Pro Subscription

ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, 
DeepSeek, CoPilot Chatbot/Assistant

Perplexity, Consensus, 
Notebook LM Research

Grammarly, QuillBot Writing Assistance

Canva, Midjourney, Firefly Image and Design Not MidJourney

Sora, Veo 3, Synthesia, 
ElevenLabs Video & Audio All, but very limited



LESSON PLANNING & 
CONTENT CREATION



TEACH SMARTER, 
NOT HARDER
• Reduce the time you spend on administrative tasks

• Generate learning modules and activities based on 
course outlines and advisory board feedback

• Create sample prompts, discussion questions, and 
assessments for skill building

• Reframe (scaffold) complex content for all learners

• Design scoring/feedback rubrics for your assignments

• Build slide decks and presenter notes from documents

• Quickly find OER and Creative Commons content



CAREER EDUCATION USE CASES

Cosmetology & Barbering
Create lesson outlines for skin care, haircutting, or 
sanitation units, then generate client consultation 
role-play scripts to practice soft skills.

Respiratory Care
Generate clinical scenario worksheets where students 
must interpret patient vitals, recommend treatment, 
and document care plans. 

Graphic Design
Develop project briefs with specific design 
constraints.

Film Studies
Use AI to generate comparative analysis prompts 
for classic vs contemporary films or to suggest 
shot breakdowns for scene analysis.

Business Administration
Draft business plan sections or SWOT analysis 
templates for students to use or critique.

Technical Theater
Prompt AI to outline a week-long unit on lighting 
design, including vocabulary lists, equipment 
safety checklists, and sample cues from scripts.



RESPIRATORY THERAPY EXAMPLE

Sample Prompt for AI Tool

"Create a realistic clinical case study for a community 
college respiratory therapy course focused on the 
management of a patient with moderate to severe 
COPD exacerbation. Include relevant patient history, 
symptoms, vital signs, ABG results, and chest x-ray 
findings. Then, provide 3–5 open-ended critical 
thinking questions that require students to analyze 
the data and make care decisions (e.g., treatment 
recommendations, oxygen therapy choices, or 
ventilator settings). Keep the content at a level 
appropriate for second-year respiratory therapy 
students preparing for clinical rotations."

How An Instructor Could Use the Output

• Request that the output be used to generate a 
handout or discussion board assignment for 
class.

• Use it as an in-class case study to walk thru as a 
group. 

• Assign for homework or as a formative 
assessment. 

• Build a simulation or lab scenario around it. 

See the Output:

Clinical Case Study: CPOD Exacerbation Mgmt.

https://smcollege-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/huff_gary_smc_edu/Ec9qptMzUj1FsJZXhwJ_lgEBI3jeDvu3AcbQLSYqA3ZreQ?e=Mp4bwi


ENHANCING RESEARCH AND 
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT



RESEARCH MADE EASY(ISH)

• Organize and summarize complex information

• Generate literature reviews

• Automate data analysis for reporting or research

• Develop compelling narratives for grant applications

• Provide real time feedback

• Support decision making by analyzing data and trends; make 
complex connections



CAREER EDUCATION USE CASES

Program Review
Use Notebook LM to organize and analyze data from 
various reports. Use it to create discussion prompts 
for reflection and strategic planning. 

Grant Writing
Leverage Perplexity to gather and summarize relevant 
research findings that can help with a need 
statement. Use AI it to draft a SMART workplan. 

Curriculum Development
Employ AI to find, analyze, and compare course 
content across institutions to identify gaps.

Policy Analysis

Use AI to dissect and interpret educational policies 
for departmental meetings.  

Accreditation Preparation

Compile and summarize necessary documentation 
using AI tools. 



PROGRAM REVIEW EXAMPLE



DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION 
AND PERSONALIZED LEARNING



SUPPORTING EVERY LEARNER
• Generate tiered assignments

• Design adaptive learning paths

• Create multimodal resources

• Support language diversity

• Develop personalized study guides

• Facilitate goal setting and reflection

• Enhance accessibility



CAREER EDUCATION USE CASES

Accounting
Generate practice problems that vary in complexity, 
allowing students to progress from basic journal entries 
to complex financial statements based on their 
proficiency levels.

CIS
Develop adaptive coding exercises that adjust in real-
time to a student’s skill level, providing immediate 
feedback and hints to guide learning.

Graphic Art & Design
Provide customized tutorials that adapt to a student’s 
proficiency with design software, introducing more 
advanced tools and techniques as the student’s skills 
develop.

Journalism
Create writing prompts that adjust to a student’s 
writing proficiency, offering more complex reporting 
assignments as their skills improve, and providing 
real-time feedback on grammar and style.

Nursing
Develop patient care simulations that vary in 
complexity, enabling students to practice clinical 
decision-making appropriate to their current level of 
training.

Technical Theater
Design stagecraft projects that cater to different skill 
levels, from basic set design tasks for beginners to 
complex lighting and sound design challenges for 
advanced students.





AI IN COURSE DESIGN AND 
ACCESSIBILITY 



DESIGN BETTER COURSES

• Generate HTML code to enhance the visual appeal of your 
Canvas course pages

• Design accessible content

• Identify and remediate accessibility issues following the most 
recent WCAG 2.2 guidelines

• Transcribe audio and video generate a .SRT file that can be 
uploaded into Canvas Studio for generating accurate captions

• Translate course materials into multiple languages



NEW PLAYLAB.AI  TOOLS FROM FACULTY

Universal Access Bot
The Universal Access Bot enhances accessibility and understanding for diverse learners. It simplifies content 
remediation and helps instructors create materials that meet ADA standards while promoting inclusive learning 
environments. The bot was developed by Elli Constantin.
Designer Bot
Make ADA compliant buttons, banners, tabs, accordions, and much more. You can specify color and stule
preference to enhance the visual design of your Canvas pages.
Joshua
Meet Joshua, your assistant for Canvas accessibility! Joshua corrects your Canvas HTML to meet WCAG AA 2.1 
guidelines and converts PDFs, Word, XLSX, PPTs, and other documents to ADA-compliant code. Joshua simplifies 
digital content accessibility. Joshua was created for the Los Angeles Community College District by Al Ybarra.
Convert PDF to Page
Upload any PDF document to convert it into and accessible Canvas page. 

https://www.playlab.ai/project/cm22h70nn086x98ehebdkdcv2/cmb88gi9503gljf0vi0scw3jr
http://www.linkedin.com/in/elli-c-275b74219
https://www.playlab.ai/project/cmar6hfy00l38opihhznhmvza
https://www.playlab.ai/project/cm16v6fn10f0sot12rqsbd5mm
http://www.linkedin.com/in/albertybarra
https://www.playlab.ai/project/cm8hqjwb40i3tdish747p71pc


QUESTIONS?

TEACHING WITH AI



THANK YOU

Gary Huff

Huff_gary@smc.edu


