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Sustainability at SMC Organic Learning Garden

Center for Environmental &
Urban Studies

CEUS Green Building Tour Welcome to the SMC Organic Learning Garden
Get Involved

Bike SMC

Organic Learning Garden This new eco-facility is an opportunity for the entire SMC &

Sustainable Works community to participate in practical learning, to grow our

Facilities & Grounds own food, to exercise sustainability, and to better

Policies & Programs understand food systems and the impact they have on our

Calendar planet, bodies, and culture.

Earth Week

Climate Action Pledge The garden is part of SMC’s effort to make all our facilities

teaching tools that express our educational values and

Sustainability Week . :
commitment to environmental excellence.

Sustainable Transportation

Sustainable Technologies

Certificates and Degrees The Garden consists of about 1,200 square feet of planting

éustar\]iga_blpe Tech Program space, including several planting options-- raised beds,
art .c1 ase containers, mounded beds, and constructed herb
E\ecydmg and Resource gardens. There are currently 14 plots in the garden, which are distributed by the Organic Learning Garden
anagement Program X . .. - . i
Oversight Committee. Participants can apply for plots in the Fall or Spring semester. Generally, plots are assigned
for the following terms: Fall / Winter or Spring / Summer.

Greening the Curriculum

Green Faculty and Classes
Ecological Literacy and ILOs
Environmental Lecture Series
Eco-Reading List

Environmental Resource
Library

Green Jobs

Content Editor

The Organic Learning Garden

According to the Organic Learning Garden Two Year Plan, “We, the students of Santa Monica College, want to learn to grow our own food so that we can make
our communities self-sustaining, have access to fresh and healthy food, reconnect to the earth, our food, our traditions, and experience the happiness that
comes from being connected to the beauty and wholeness of nature and each other as we work together in our gardens.”

In today’s food system, items can travel anywhere from 1500 up to 5000 miles before landing on our plate for dinner, these “food miles” contribute to climate
change and make learning to grow our own food an essential tool in building a more sustainable future. Food miles is a term which refers to the distance food is
transported from the time of its production until it reaches the consumer. Food miles are one factor used when assessing the environmental impact of food,
including the impact on climate change.

Interested in applying? Read the steps below and click here to get the application:
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Garden Plot Application Fall 2014
HOW TO GET STARTED GROWING IN THE SMC ORGANIC LEARNING GARDEN

Step 1: Read the rules and regulations.

Step 2: Attend a Club Grow meeting on Tuesdays at 11.15am and ask for garden tour from one of the student leaders. This will help you learn more
about the garden. If that time does not work for you, alternatively, you can contact the Center for Environmental and Urban Studies to arrange a
tour.

Step 3: Complete and submit a garden plot application with a completed group roster (minimum 5 participants) to Ferris Kawar at the SMC Center
for Environmental and Urban Studies.

Step 4: If your plot application is approved, you will receive a confirmation email confirming your roster and contact info and detailing next steps.

Step 5: Attend a mandatory Garden Orientation with one of the garden advisors. Minimum 3 group members must attend, all group members
should attend if possible. Print the waiver form. Bring signed waiver form to group orientation. All members of the group are required to sign the
form. During the orientation you will get to know your plot and being improving the soil. Plantings should t

Step 6: Bring any additional waivers and planting ideas to the Garden Orientation. Please note that a waiver must be signed by every member
working in the garden. The purpose of the Organic Learning Garden is to learn to grow food and plants should be SEASONAL, EDIBLE, and
ORGANIC.

Step 7: Join the SMC Garden Facebook page.

Step 8: GET GROWING! Consultations are always available if you have questions. Someone from Club Grow or the Garden Managers can help you
get started.

For additional assistance:

SMC OLG / Club Grow Meetings and Work Days
Tuesday: 11.15am-12.30pm

Thursday: 11.15am-12.30pm

Organic Learning Garden Contacts:

To request a tour or for more information, contact: Ferris Kawar
kawar_ferris@smc.edu

310.434.3911

OLG Student Managers:

Cynthia Kraus

cynkrausl@gmail.com
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Cheyenne Morrill
cheyennelillianmorrill@gmail.com
Natalie Flores

natalieflores@gmail.com

Helpful Resources:
“What to plant now.pdf What to plant now.pdf

“natural enemies IPM poster.pdf natural enemies IPM poster.pdf

“Seed Sources.pdf Seed Sources.pdf

[#.Seasonal plants_planting schedule.pdf| Seasonal plants_planting schedule. pdf

[+ OLG Waiver Group_FINAL.pdf| OLG Waiver Group_FINAL.pdf

g} Garden Plot Application_Fall 2014.pdf
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