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Empowering Diverse Voices
The Student Equity Center is a collaborative and
inclusive space consisting of four centers:
Gender Equity, Racial Justice, Pride and Dream
Resource Center. The Student Equity Center
empowers students to explore, affirm, and
celebrate their individual and intersectional
identities and define success for themselves.
Each center promotes a sense of belonging and
develops student leadership to work toward
social change on their campus and in their

communities.

Student Voices

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/ 111
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Marbi-An Tejas

"My time spent at Santa Monica has
been nothing but positive vibes
because of the support given to me
since day one. | thought that going to
college was a waste of time and
because of my status | was not qualified
but turns out | was wrong. | was
browsing the SMC website and
happened to stumble upon a header
that said DREAM program. | was
cautious at first because we had an
administration that was really targeting
the undocumented community, so it was
really scary to say | am undocumented,
but | got to know that Dream Resource
Center people are very trustworthy, and
they provided me with a lot of resources
and I'm very thankful for this. "

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/ 2/1
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Nicole Eng, Graphic Design

“As a member of the Racial Justice
Center, | bring back what | learn while
participating here as well as my
perspective as an Asian American
woman as a lens for thinking about
design. Design that draws from diverse
perspectives is not just good design,
but it’s often much more interesting as

well.”

Lexi Lopez(she/her/hers),
GSA Club Secretary

"It is so important to have safe, inclusive
spaces on college campuses. Santa
Monica College has been dedicated to
forming these spaces for the LGBTQIA+
community within the Student Equity
Center and with their Gender Sexuality
Alliance club. These spaces have
created a hub where students and
faculty of all identities can come
together in love and support to share
stories, find resources, and continue to
learn & grow."

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/ 311
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Liliana Mendez-Pascual

| would like to quote from Gloria
Steinem. "A gender-equal society would
be one where the word ‘gender’ does
not exist: where everyone can be
themselves.”

MORE STUDENT VOICES
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The Four Centers

The Gender Equity Center at Santa Monica College is dedicated to creating an equitable community at SMC
by addressing and challenging gender inequity through education, empowerment of women, consciousness

raising, activism, and allyship.

The Racial Justice Center at Santa Monica College is dedicated to building a campus committed to
dismantling racism, affirming racial identity, supporting cultural narratives, and promoting equitable access and

opportunity for historically underrepresented students.

The Santa Monica College Pride center is dedicated to honoring and prioritizing intersectional LGBTQ+
identities. We are committed to improving campus culture where all queer and trans students can celebrate

and embody their holistic selves.

The Santa Monica College Dream Resource Center is committed to creating a safe, nurturing, and supportive
environment for undocumented students, and students from mixed-status households, to feel empowered to

achieve their academic, professional, and personal goals.

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/ 5/11
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Take Action

Bystander Intervention Training
In response to the rise in Anti-Asian/American

and xenophobic harassment, the movement

Bystander Intervention

Hollaback! partnered with Asian Americans

to stop anti-Asian/American and xenophobic harassment ) )
Advancing Justice | AAJC to adapt free

\5 ]\ G [y bystander intervention training as well as
P & offering a de-escalation training adapted to

support the AAPI community.

Learn more about Bystander Intervention

Training

Make the Pledge Today : No Hate
atSMC

"I pledge to speak up and to speak out against
all forms of hate, bias, bigotry, discrimination,
harassment, and bullying. | will not tolerate
intolerance based on race, ethnicity, national

origin, immigration status, sexuality, gendet,

religion, ability, age, or socio-economic status. |
will work together with my community and my
peers to create a more inclusive and safe
campus community that celebrates the power of

diversity."

Learn more about No Hate at SMC Pledge

News

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/ 7M1


https://ihollaback.org/
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/
https://www.ihollaback.org/bystanderintervention/
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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SECRETARY CARDONA: TITLE IX THE 'STRONGEST TOOL' IN
PROTECTING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FREE FROM SEX
DISCRIMINATION

The Department of Education’s Dear Educator Letter utlines that
there will be proposed rulemaking to amend the Regulations and
plans to issue a Q&A document to provide additional clarity about
how OCR interprets schools’ existing obligations under the 2020
amendments. No definite date has been set for these to be

issued.

INSIDE BIDEN’S PROPOSAL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION: FREE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE, ENHANCED PELL GRANTS AND MORE

* President Joe Biden’s unveiling of the American Families Plan on

Wednesday has opened the door for some of the higher education

policies proposed on the campaign trail.
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EQUITY, ACCESS, AND HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL: ARE WE
TRULY A PUBLIC SCHOOL?

' It was clear. The children from more economically privileged,

college-educated families took Honors, and the lower-middle,

* working class, and poor kids took College Prep. In the words of a

school official from that time, “There are no poor kids in Honors

Math.”

Messages of Support

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/
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"Today, | write again to share with our colleagues
and students of Asian descent: you are not alone
in this. We feel your pain and grief. We are here to
support you, to listen, to collectively find ways to
dismantle and move past the xenophobia that

causes such trauma."

READ MORE MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

Featured Resources

Auntbertha.com

Search and connect for support. Financial assistance, food pantries, medical care, and other free or

reduced-cost resources.

Crisis Counseling

SMC Resources

¢ SMC Health & Wellbeing Services
¢ Housing
e SMC Sexual Violence Response and

Prevention

Outside Resources

e Santa Monica Rape Treatment Center
e Sojourner Center/

¢ LA Domestic Violence Shelters

¢ Women's Shelters

¢ AFI Assets for Independence Resource

Center

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/

Financial Aid

SMC Resources

e SMC Student Relief Fund

¢ SMC Promise Program

Outside Resources

¢ Crisis Response Guide for the Financially
Vulnerable

¢ COVID-19 Student Relief Fund

* |1 Income Benefits for College Students

¢ SoCal Gas Waiving Payments

¢ Unemployment Benefits

* LA County Department of Public Social
Services

e COVID Financial Assistance

91


https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/sec-shared-pages/messages-of-support-1.php
http://auntbertha.com/
https://www.smc.edu/student-support/health-wellbeing/index.php
https://www.smc.edu/news/coronavirus/resources/housing-resources.php
https://www.smc.edu/student-support/sexual-violence-response-prevention/index.php
https://www.uclahealth.org/santa-monica/rape-treatment
https://www.sojournercenter.org/
https://www.211la.org/resources/service/domestic-violence-shelters-3
https://www.womenshelters.org/cit/ca-los_angeles
https://idaresources.acf.hhs.gov/page?pageid=a047000000DfWdU
https://www.smc.edu/administration/governance/academic-senate/student-relief-fund.php
https://www.smc.edu/admission-aid/promise-program/index.php
https://gdoc.pub/doc/e/2PACX-1vSyHG-y6J9quZ7SHl4x5v55c9ZFXTyVUTbTuAWoJosRTTja0mvnTEUor8f77FqFgoVYb835Oah1TbdC?emci=108051a7-ee6a-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=8d4344d1-ab6b-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=3396682
http://myscholly.com/relief/
https://www.jbaforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Student-income-resources.pdf
https://www.socalgas.com/coronavirus
https://www.edd.ca.gov/unemployment/Filing_a_Claim.htm
https://dpss.lacounty.gov/en.html
http://dpss.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/dpss/main/home/news?1dmy&page=dept.dpss.home.news.detailhidden&urile=wcm:path:/dpss+content/dpss+site/home/news/038f84ca-9683-47c6-83ea-06a0c8a80f7b
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¢ California Domestic Violence Help, Programs

and Statistics
¢ Peace Over Violence

¢ Center for the Pacific Asian Family

Student Equity Center - Santa Monica College

* General Relief

¢ SMC Student Relief Fund
* CalFresh

Help us improve the SEC with your feedback!

This should take no more than 5 minutes.

Contact the Student Equity Center

Lina Ladyzhenskaya
Director of Student Judicial Affairs
(310) 434-4655

ladyzhenskaya_lina@smc.edu

Isaac A. Rodriguez Lupercio, Ph.D.

Associate Dean, Student Life
(310) 434-4554

rodriguez_isaac@smc.edu

https://www.smc.edu/student-support/student-equity-center/

Find us on Campus (Currently under
construction)
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https://www.domesticshelters.org/ca/california-domestic-violence-help-statistics#.WRnmaFXyuM8
http://www.peaceoverviolence.org/
http://nurturingchange.org/
http://dpss.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/dpss/main/programs-and-services/general-relief
https://www.smc.edu/administration/governance/academic-senate/student-relief-fund.php
https://sites.google.com/view/mycalfresh/eligibility/students?authuser=0
mailto:ladyzhenskaya_lina@smc.edu
mailto:rodriguez_isaac@smc.edu
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Designed by SMC students for SMC students - Read About Our Student Team Here
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