Proposal to eliminate library overdue
fines at SMC

February 7, 2022

“The American Library Association asserts that imposition of monetary library fines

creates a barrier to the provision of library and information services.” -- ALA Resolution
on Monetary Library Fines as a Form of Social Inequity (2019)

A recent trend in academic and public libraries is the elimination of overdue fines for library
materials. There are several factors contributing to this change. There is greater concern about
equity and access to materials and to an education, and awareness of the role that library fine
practices may play in this. Libraries are moving to more electronic information sources for
which there is no checkout or overdue fines. California law changed in 2020 and colleges and
universities are no longer allowed to withhold grades or transcripts for unpaid fines/fees (AB
1313.) Lastly, the Covid pandemic has caused changes in library operations for many libraries,
including suspension of fines.

We propose that the SMC Library stop charging overdue fines for late library materials and
forgive existing overdue fines in our system. Fees for lost or damaged items would remain.

Here is a partial list of California community college libraries that have eliminated overdue
fines:

e Pasadena City College

e Long Beach City College

e Mt. San Antonio College
e College of the Canyons

¢ Ventura College

o Sierra College

¢ Allan Hancock College.

e Copper Mountain College
e Cabrillo College

e Compton College

CCC libraries are eliminating overdue fines, seeing this as an equity issue. We should do the
same.


http://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/governance/council/council_documents/2019_ms_council_docs/ALA%20CD%2038%20RESOLUTION%20ON%20MONETARY%20LIBRARY%20FINES%20AS%20A%20FORM%20OF%20SOCIAL%20JUSTICE%20Revised%201_27_0.pdf
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/governance/council/council_documents/2019_ms_council_docs/ALA%20CD%2038%20RESOLUTION%20ON%20MONETARY%20LIBRARY%20FINES%20AS%20A%20FORM%20OF%20SOCIAL%20JUSTICE%20Revised%201_27_0.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillTextClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D201920200AB1313&data=04%7C01%7Chunt_steve%40smc.edu%7C8f331d44d4304ff682fa08d979658a73%7Cbe95da8a67ab4574a292eeb9e5694a69%7C0%7C0%7C637674299874876655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Tv2JgUj4gV7AWHhoj%2FZsR%2F39KJ9gwV6CnkRZpdTXaBs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillTextClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D201920200AB1313&data=04%7C01%7Chunt_steve%40smc.edu%7C8f331d44d4304ff682fa08d979658a73%7Cbe95da8a67ab4574a292eeb9e5694a69%7C0%7C0%7C637674299874876655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Tv2JgUj4gV7AWHhoj%2FZsR%2F39KJ9gwV6CnkRZpdTXaBs%3D&reserved=0

We stopped charging overdue fines during the shutdown due to the pandemic. Library policies
on Lost items would remain; students will still be charged for replacement cost and processing
fee for items that are not returned at all.

Prior to passage of AB1313 our practice was to put holds on student registration for unpaid
library fines or fees (if they were $50 or more.) After passage of AB 1313 we stopped this
practice on the advice of VP Chris Bonvenuto. In addition, it was his opinion that these fines and
fees are not collectible and shouldn’t be regarded as monies owed the District.

We would rather have students attending classes than barred from registering. We are also
concerned about equity issues, where some students are able to get waivers of their
registration holds but others might not think to request one.

Financial impact: loss of overdue fines. Possibly some loss of library materials; we will replace
long-term overdue materials in a timely manner so that student access is not adversely
impacted.

Other documents

SMC Library current overdue fine policy

Fine Free Library Research compiled by Aloha Sargent, librarian at Cabrillo College Library.

More colleges following California’s lead in ho longer holding transcripts hostage over unpaid
bills by Jon Marcus, The Hechinger Report/LA Schools Report. July 6, 2021.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vRqFA_RosZuRvAv3OceJtrP7czOIN0JnUgESl9PlNcA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_q4YII-znaTJoW8zJm0zn-rlBohLzes70dSazyLEP6w/edit
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252flaschoolreport.com%252fsome-colleges-stop-holding-transcripts-hostage-over-unpaid-bills%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2C86rUzpGn3sMO9DZ1AyAF5FZq_CXWvy6doGnFehrDrJ3EVafRCKgwa89Gh84d2ooIpTvHjRyyaSfsVzZ8oLlKg1iOpXAH-s4DLwRNew3HRCJyfJYCD_Gbffg%2C%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Chunt_steve%40smc.edu%7C8f331d44d4304ff682fa08d979658a73%7Cbe95da8a67ab4574a292eeb9e5694a69%7C0%7C0%7C637674299874886619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lc2igNSQ87uH%2FqdSC0xgKMQNHThpsvrASg9xANU0kPk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252flaschoolreport.com%252fsome-colleges-stop-holding-transcripts-hostage-over-unpaid-bills%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2C86rUzpGn3sMO9DZ1AyAF5FZq_CXWvy6doGnFehrDrJ3EVafRCKgwa89Gh84d2ooIpTvHjRyyaSfsVzZ8oLlKg1iOpXAH-s4DLwRNew3HRCJyfJYCD_Gbffg%2C%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Chunt_steve%40smc.edu%7C8f331d44d4304ff682fa08d979658a73%7Cbe95da8a67ab4574a292eeb9e5694a69%7C0%7C0%7C637674299874886619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lc2igNSQ87uH%2FqdSC0xgKMQNHThpsvrASg9xANU0kPk%3D&reserved=0

	Other documents

