
 

 

Global Citizenship now has two marquee events during the year that highlight student engagement. 
Toward the end of the Fall semester, the nationally designated International Education Week (IEW) 
provides a concentration of activities that cross-promote each other. Led by Dean Kelley Brayton and the 
International Education department, IEW is a time to celebrate SMC’s diverse campus community with a 
collection of lectures, performances, and social events that promote global citizenship generally while also 
informing students of related curricular and extracurricular opportunities, such as study abroad and local 
field trips. 
 
Highlights from last year’s food-themed IEW included:  
 

• a screening and faculty panel discussion of the 2000 feature film What’s Cooking?, which explores the 
connections between food and family through the interwoven story of four Los Angeles Thanksgiving 
celebrations, each based in a different ethnic heritage: Vietnamese, Mexican-American, African-
American, and Jewish. 

• three events featuring Najwa Abbas Ahmed, of the United Nations and the Salzburg Global Seminar: 
a lecture on the conflicts in her native Sudan; a presentation on the experiences of African women in 
Islamic Societies; and a seminar discussion with students and faculty about the role of the United 
Nations and how students might get involved with the UN, through internships as well as a possible 
career path. 

• Global Citizenship Day—a celebration on the Quad featuring music, dance, and a multicultural variety 
of street foods to sample, as well as an international fair of tables providing information about global 
opportunities offered both on and off campus. 

 
Another effective tool for reaching students is through movies. SMC Film Studies faculty Josh Kanin and 
Salvador Carrasco have presented a number of globally themed films to the campus community. In Spring 
2011, they hosted screenings of two films distributed through the Global Film Initiative (GFI): Becloud, a 
Mexican film about the reunion of three childhood friends in Mexico City after years of separation; and 
Ordinary People, a Serbian film about soldiers engaged in an ethical struggle upon learning that their 
orders involve the execution of Croatian civilians. SMC’s participation in GFI was funded by the Title 
VIA grant, and includes permanent access to both the 2010 and 2011 GFI collections. 
 
Finally, to keep students and the rest of the campus community engaged in Global Citizenship, the 
Council continues to utilize social media wherever possible. The Facebook page is attracting new followers 
all the time, more than tripling in number in the last 12 months. The Council also maintains a Twitter 
feed, a public Google calendar, and SMC webpages to keep people abreast of events and meetings related 
to the initiative. The initiative’s faculty leader, Pete Morris, has used Facebook also to share articles and 
reports from around the world that touch on the themes of global connections and global change. There 
are limitations, however, to using Facebook for this purpose, so in May he created a more robust Global 
Citizenship blog at Tumblr [sic].4 
 
Curriculum and Professional Development 
 
The most effective method for reaching students in the Global Citizenship initiative is to integrate these 
ideas across the curriculum. This requires knowledge, creativity, and commitment on the part of SMC’s 
faculty.  
 
The Global Studies Associate in Arts degree and Certificate of Achievement, developed by the 
Interdisciplinary Studies committee, are currently awaiting approval from the Chancellor’s office. Two new 
courses were developed (Global 10, Introduction to Global Studies and Global 95, Experiential Learning 
in Global Studies) and two courses were revised (Geog/Global 11, World Geography and Pol 
Sc/Econ/Global 5 Global Political Economy) for this new program of study. 

                                                
4 https://www.facebook.com/globalsmc; https://twitter.com/#!/globalsmc; http://globalsmc.tumblr.com/ 
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During the 2010–11 academic year the following courses were approved by the Curriculum Committee 
and Academic Senate to fulfill the Global Citizenship Associate degree requirement: 
 

• Envrn/Psych 40, Environmental Psychology 
• Envrn/Psych 20, Environmental Ethics 
• RRM 1, Introduction to Recycling and Resource Management 

 
The Global Citizenship Associate degree requirement is facing its first challenge as a result of SB 1440. SB 
1440 does not permit community colleges to impose any local degree requirements upon students 
pursuing Associate in Arts-Transfer (AA-T) or Associate in Science-Transfer (AS-T) degrees. In 
discussions during the year the Curriculum Committee decided that it is not yet time to remove the degree 
requirement across the board. The hope is that if/when such a decision needs to be made, the ideas and 
ideals of global citizenship will be so deeply integrated across the SMC curriculum that a degree 
requirement will no longer be necessary to achieve the curricular goals of the initiative. 
 
As described above, the annual theme has been a powerful vehicle for faculty to integrate global 
citizenship into their courses across disciplines.  The Second Annual Global Citizenship Research 
Symposium and Tournament—originally developed by Professors of Communication Studies Nancy 
Grass Hemmert and Nate Brown—demonstrated this cross discipline integration. There were 31 
submissions from 70 student participants (there were a few group projects). This included seven in the 
Speech category, five papers, seven films, eight art/photo submissions, and four dance performances. 
Approximately 50 audience members attended. Each work was judged by a panel of faculty for its overall 
quality and illustration of global citizenship. In addition works were judged for their representation of the 
annual theme for the special President’s Award. The President’s Circle of the SMC Foundation provided 
cash awards to winners in each category.  
 
None of the curricular developments described above would be possible without a strong commitment to 
professional development, spearheaded by the Academic Senate. The Professional Development 
Committee consistently demonstrates support for the Global Citizenship initiative and the annual theme 
by featuring them prominently at campus-wide Flex Days. In addition there have been numerous events 
on campus during 2010–11 to enhance professional development, including the Global Connections 
speaker series as well as the series on culture and food around the world presented by the Modern 
Languages and Cultures department. SMC faculty also provided several Global Citizenship events using 
mini-grants funded by the original monies set aside by the Board of Trustees in support of the initiative.  
 
Professional development provides a very good example of how the college has been able to leverage 
resources to maximize the collective impact. The events described above were sponsored by the District, 
the SMC Associates, the Foundation, the Senate, and the Title VIA grant. 
 
Study Abroad 
 
SMC values study abroad as an essential part of the Global Citizenship Initiative. Study abroad 
participants have had an invaluable experience of learning in a foreign context and culture. There were a 
number of factors that affected Study Abroad during the 2010–11 academic year.  For reasons of low 
enrollment, the programs for both Winter and Summer 2011 sessions were canceled. Despite tireless 
recruiting in the Fall, none of the three planned Winter programs (to Egypt, Mexico, and South Africa) 
met their 25-participant minimum. It appears that the weak economy largely is to blame, because all three 
programs had received inquiries throughout the Fall from interested students only to fall short as deposit 
deadlines arrived. In previous years, Study Abroad benefited from very generous scholarship support by 
the Associated Students—as much as $68,000 for Summer 2010 alone. The A.S. was able to offer only 
$20,000 in scholarship support this year—still generous, but not enough to support study-abroad students 
in this economic climate. 
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While waiting for the economic situation to improve, the Study Abroad subcommittee has been utilizing 
this time for collaborative reflection. The committee’s co-chairs, Nancy Grass Hemmert and Garen 
Baghdasarian, produced a preliminary Master Plan for Study Abroad during the 2010–11 academic year. 
Still in draft form, the Master Plan includes suggestions for planning, developing, recruiting, and 
supporting the out-bound programs that have thus far defined Study Abroad at SMC, as well as potential 
new types of offerings, including in-bound study tours for visiting students, and out-bound, not-for-credit 
study tours for the public at large. The goal is to finalize the Master Plan for Study Abroad this year, built 
around the following principles: 
 

• Develop a larger and more predictable pool of scholarship funding. It is a high priority for SMC 
that the Study Abroad program represent traditionally underserved populations. This has been 
successfully achieved in the past largely through the generosity of Associated Students scholarships; by 
developing additional funding sources, SMC can continue to provide Study Abroad opportunities to a 
diverse population, while also ensuring that future programs aren’t cancelled. 

• Continue the creation of annual Study Abroad centers. Using successful South Africa and 
Mexico-based Latin American programs as models, SMC will complete its continuing efforts to create 
similar centers for Study Abroad in both Turkey and China, with the goal of running at least one 
program per year in each of the four centers.  

• Develop and offer additional Study Abroad programs to supplement the four centers. There is 
demand among both faculty and students for Study Abroad programs in other locations that could be 
offered on an occasional basis. 

• Create a new Academic Senate Joint Committee on Study Abroad. This new Joint Committee 
will be responsible for recommendations regarding program and faculty selection.  

 
Despite the budget-related suspension of SMC Study Abroad programs, there are several international 
opportunities open to community-college students to pursue. One is the short-term volunteer abroad 
tours that STA Travel offers in 30 countries with its non-profit partner, Planeterra. Another non-profit, 
BUNAC, offers similar short-term work abroad programs in the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
Ireland, and France. For students with an interest in German language and culture, the German 
government offers a full-year work-study internship—the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange—
specifically designed to provide intense language training along with postsecondary instruction and work 
experience in the student’s chosen career field. Finally, three SMC students in 2010–11 received 
scholarships to study for a semester at Soonchunhyang University in Korea.   
 
In February 2011, the Title VIA grant funded a site visit for two SMC faculty department chairs to a 
prospective Study Abroad site in China. Chris Fria, Department Chair of Entertainment Technology, and 
Perviz Sawoski, Department Chair of Theatre Arts, visited Zhejiang Vocational Academy of Art. They 
were joined by SMC administrators in Hangzhou and Shanghai to explore potential collaboration in the 
areas of student and faculty exchange, as well as curriculum design and development. As a result of this 
visit, a delegation of 12 faculty representing the Zhejiang Vocational College of Arts (ZVC) came to Santa 
Monica in late July and August to learn about SMC’s programs in theatre, dance, broadcast 
communications and entertainment technology (digital media, animation).  
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